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ATTACHMENT

Additional Information For Wililam Jasper Brown

Name: Wiiliam Jasper Brown

Born: ca 1846

Died: 2 March 1949 Age 103.

Burial: Lake Primitive Baptist Church Cemeter, Candler Co. GA

Wife: Matilda Williams (Brown)

Parents: Emanuei and Sarah Brown {1850 census Emanuei Co. GA page 4748 dweiling 437
family 437]

Reported to be the only surviving Confederate Veteran in Bulloch Co. GA in 1937

Places of residence: Emanuel County, Bulloch County, Candler County. Some of this caused by
county formations.

Confederate Military Service:
Rank: Private

There is a reported Bulloch Co. GA note that the pension was transferred to Candler Co. GA.
Pension file dates are not known.

The following information found in index to Georgia Confederate Pension Files, page 154,
transcribed by Virgil D. White
These may or may not be the same individual.

"Brown, William J. srv. Co. D 22nd Batt'n Arty, he filed Bulloch Co. GA."

"Brown, William J. serv Co. H 2nd GA Mil. he filed Emanuel Co. GA"
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On Jan. 1, 1903, the Whittons moved to Timpson. Here he became expert
in estimating and measuring timber, particularly the ever more valuable
longleaf pine, loblolly pine, and shortleaf pine of East Texas. Until he was
ninety-three, he enjoyed a wide reputation for this skill. He said many times
to his children, “Do not let criticism discourage you. The person who does
worthwhile things will make some mistakes and be criticized.”” He often
quoted Psalm 103, verses 1-6 and had his children memorize it. After his wife’s
death in July 1914 in a horse-and-buggy accident, his increased home
obligations required him to cut back his regular work. Later on, being fond of
the West, Mr. Whitton toured New Mexico, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Nevada and Utah with his son Benjamin. Again, in 1927 he bought a new
Chevrolet and showed several of his children the. wanders.of the West. Of all
sports squirre] hunting was perhaps his favorite, squirrel meat being always a
choice item on his menu.

If we observe carefully, as he steps along before us now, we can just see his
“VETERAN" badge, which tells us he made the trip to Gettysburg for that
great reunion in 1938. During his last sixteen years W. N. Whitton took
increased interest in the U.C.V. On June 7, 1940, at New Orleans he was made
Captain and Aide de Camp on the Staffl of Major-General L..N. Baugh, Cmdr.
of the Texas Division, his commission being signed by Henry A. Miller, Ass't.
Adj.-Gen. and Julius F. Howell, General Commanding. In 1949 he was
commissioned an honorary colonel by the Confederate Stamp Alliance in
recognition of his valiant service in the war. Beginning with his ninety-fifth
birthday, the Whittons held a reunion annually to honor him. During his last
nine years he lived with and prospered by the care of his youngest daughter,
Hazel. These last years were filled with planting a hundred pecan trees and an
orchard ol peach, apple, pear and plum trees. Each year, too, he raised
vegetables, his hobby from childhood. Every memorial Day he represented
the Boys in Gray by placing a beautiful magnolia wreath to their sacred honor
in City Park. He was still doing this in May 1948. A November 1948 bout with
pneumonia began his decline. Just after visiting his orchard on Washington’s
Birthday 1949, he peacefully passed away at 102 years 8 months and 19 days.
How could he have been a finer American citizen?

William Jasper Brown
Feb. 26, 1846—Mar. 2, 1949

Old Jasper Brown was among Georgia’s final Gray triumvirate. Close to
the soil his livelong days, he, like his poor farming folks, eked out a modest
living from gainless agriculture. He was the younger son of the Joseph
(Manning) Browns, whose dwelling place was between Aaron Station and
Garfield, Emanuel County, Georgia. There he grew up to become a tall,
tough, blue-eyed lad. While Jasper helped keep the farm going, his brother
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Jim went to the Civil War first. Though details of his own war record are
elusive, Brown was a full eighteen when he served eight months with a
Georgia infantry unit during 1864-65.

Lewis Boatright, an octogenarian living near Garfield, Georgia, shares
these Jan. 21, 1974 thoughts on his old friend—

Mr. Brown lived on his small farm near my home during 1880-1918, and my folks
and me were neighbors nigh on filty yeurs, all told. He grew cotton, corn, hogs, cows,
and vegetables for his own use mainly. His wife dicd about 1897. He liked 1o be of
service to his friends. . .had a beautifu] gray horse and a buggy he enjoyed. He'd talk
on his Conlederate Army experiences some. In spare time he'd fish in the creek by his
farm. Poor Mr. Brown lost his farm to his doctor friend when he was not able 1o pay his
bills.

I remember him as an independent, honest, upright genuleman whose desire was
for a better state and nation for future young folks to enjoy. Good old Jasper hoped for
a life after death where there would be no wars, lears, SGITOWS nor trials.

Mrs. Leroy Stapleton of Metter, Georgia, recalls Mar. 7, 1975;

Our Iriend, Wm. J. Brown, joined Lake Primitive Baptist Church (2 miles E. of
Metter) in June 1936 during their big meeting. He was baptized in the heated church
pool as he was 0o old to be baptized in 15-Mile Creek that runs behind Lake Church.
He was honored in April 1937 in Statesboro when he was 91 by citizens of Bulloch Co.
His wile was Matilda Williams and they had a daughter, Nan, I believe, who died in
the late 1930s. After losing his own place, he moved into the little home of the JM.
Rooks, Rt. 2, Summit. Her father was brother to Wm. Jasper. Her Uncle Jasper was
quite a character. He prevailed upon the Rooks to move an old car (that wouldn't run}
to a lavorite spot of his. Lazy afternoons he'd go out to sit in it and bask by the
hour. . .managing at times a trifle of liquid nourishment for his quiet ride in the sun.

Finally (and modestly) in her Apr. 26, 1978 response, Mrs. J-M. Rooks ol
Metter offers—

I knew Uncle Jasper about thirty years, I guess, Being tenant farmers on a sandy
knoll, our dwelling was hardly a rest home worthy one of Dixie’s old heroes. I kept
him thirteen years, the last four of which he was about helpless and bedfast. 1is low-
ceiling room was unheated and a kerosene lamp was our only lighting at Summit, Ga.
in those days. [ wish we could have done betier by him, but we didn’t have the means. 1
cooked soups and fed him by spoon. Like my husbarnid, J. M., said at the time—""We are
proud we did all our means let us, but now we just don't have what it takes to put him
away the way he deserves. We’ve appealed 1o the welfare so he won’t go to a pauper's
grave, but no one has told us he'll get a decent [uneral.”

Mrs. Rooks, the equal of a practical nurse, kept her home and her
patient's bedding spotless. By late January 1949 the plight of the Rooks was
discovered when V. E. Durden ol nearby Graymont wrote “City Beat,” a
column in Savannah Morning News—"Could some person lend Mr. Brown a
comfortable wheelchair, for his last days certainly aren’t many.” Oglethorpe
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Sanitarium quickly donated the chair via a group of marines who may well
recall the rural vignette they were a part of that Saturday, Feb, 26th. Though
Mrs. Rooks was in a hospital from overwork, the arriving marines were given
a warm welcome by Mr. Rooks. As he led them 1o Brown's bedside, sunlight
pierced into the little antechamber between wide boards. The Confederate
flag covering his headboard had its own story. The Rev. F. H. Sills, Candler
Co. legislator, and civic groups had responded in 1941 when they learned of
Brown’s request for it. Sills would remember the day he presented this flag.
“I'here were big tears in his eyes when I gave it to him. He was blind then, but
he rubbed his hands over the folds and said, ‘I marched many a mile under this
flag.’ " And now eight vears later the old warrior lay beneath Dixie's colors,
too weak to lift his head. As the marines brought him the wheelchair, he was
blinking and whispering *"Tell them I thank them.” While they stood by his
bedside, a marine asked Brown if they could do something for him. Hoarsely
he spoke, “Give me a drink.”"—whereupon, Mr. Rooks noted that Brown
didn’t mean water. Swilftly the marines invaded a country mile, reconnoitered
a store, captured two bottles of wine, and retreated to their new-found
comrade’s bedside. This being his 103rd birthday, Old Reb Brown, all
gratitude, took several sips as Mr. Rooks held a bottle. With surprising
strength he raised from his pillow to give his company a smiling salute.

When these Savannah members of Co. D, 10th Inf. Batin., Marine Corps
Reserve, learned that Brown would be carried to a pauper's grave, they
promised this would never be. They organized fund-raising in Savannah.
One marine, insisting he remain unknown, donated a $500 casket. Wm.
Jasper Brown clung 1o life those last four days beyond his birthday, just time
cnough to raise the funds. Some 500 people came to his funeral; it was then
noted he had been “among loved ones where he had wished to be.” The
marine detachment gave him full military honors and nine S.C.V.’s of Camp
No. 93 were on hand. After all expenses were paid, poetic justice won out
when Mrs. Rooks was presented the surplus, ““a token of Appreciation for her
excellent care of the old veteran during his invalidism.”

Aaron Scales Cockerham
Oct. 9, 1848—Apr. 1, 1949

In a remote mountainous section of North Carolina’s Mitchell River
Valley there still lived in the late 1940s an old Boy in Gray. He had always
lived in Surry County where Mitchell River, rising in Allegheny County,
flows east until it enters Yadkin River. Near their confluence just outside
Mount Airy, Aaron Cockerham, one of the most self-sustaining and freedom-
loving men who ever lived {and he knew how to), rivaled and outdid the
famed Henry David Thoreau for his very harmony with and closeness to
nature.
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